[A case of HCC with inferior caval vein tumor thrombus and multiple pulmonary metastases that remarkably responded to combination therapy of TS-1 and interferon-alpha].
A 56-year-old male was admitted to our hospital for hepatoma with portal vein thrombus and multiple intrahepatic metastases. He underwent an extended left lobectomy and a partial resection of the liver in May 2002. After two weeks from the surgery, he received intra arterial 5-FU infusion chemotherapy combined with subcutaneous interferon-alpha injection to treat the lesions in the residual liver. Four months after the surgery, hepatic vein tumor thrombus appeared in the remnant liver and it extended to the inferior caval vein. And another 4 months later, multiple pulmonary metastases were detected with computed tomography and they grew rapidly in the view of their sizes and numbers. Because the combined therapy of 5-FU/interferon-alpha was not effective to distant metastases, we started a new regimen of oral administration of TS-1 and a subcutaneous interferon-alpha injection. After 1 treatment cool, hepatic vein thrombus was markedly reduced the size and vascularity in the CT. Multiple pulmonary metastases also decreased in their sizes and numbers. No adverse effect was seen during this treatment. It was suggested that a combination therapy of TS-1 and interferon-alpha may be one of the most effective treatment modalities against advanced HCC with distant metastasis.